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ting and Miss Alline at once would not, during the creative years of 
this department, be reasonable to expect. It will at first be quite possible 
and probably pecuniarily necessary, with some such assistance as could 
be given by a pupil of the second year, that all the divisions of this 
department should be carried on by the same person. As, however, Miss 
Nutting will be unable to undertake the full supervision of the work for 
another year, you will, I am sure, be delighted to hear that Miss Alline 
will continue to take charge of our course until she comes. 

Respectful 1 y submi11ed, 

Annie W Goodrich, 

Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF TRAINING- 
SCHOOLS FOR NURSES 

The Twelfth Annual Convention of the American Society of Su¬ 
perintendents of Training-Schools for Nurses was held in Du Bois Hall, 
The Academy of Medicine, 17 West Forty-third Street, New York, on 
April 25, 26 and 27, 1906. 

The attendance was large, the papers excellent, being followed by 
animated discussions, the entertainments were lavish and beautiful, 
and all agreed that, if possible, each annual convention is better than the 
last. 

The first session was called to order by the president, Miss Good¬ 
rich, at 11 a.M. on Wednesday, April 25. 

The opening prayer by Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, pastor of the 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, was followed by an address of 
welcome by the Hon. Seth Low, former mayor of New York, and ex¬ 
president of Columbia University. Miss McMillan responded in behalf 
of the Society. 

The address of the president, which followed, was enthusiastically 
received. 

Before reading the report of the council, the acting secretary ex¬ 
pressed her extreme regret at the absence of Miss Nutting, spoke of her 
recent severe illness, and of how impossible it was for anyone to attempt 
to fill her place. 

Three meetings of the council were held during the year. Forty- 
three applications for membership had been approved, and would be 
presented for election. 
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A letter of resignation from Miss J. J. Cunningham was read and 
accepted with regret. Eight members forfeited privileges of member¬ 
ship for non-payment of dues. 

The treasurer’s report was then read and accepted. 

The Committee on Education made no report, but realizing that 
there is much to be done, requested that the same committee be reap¬ 
pointed, if agreeable to the Society. 

The report of the Committee on Legislation was read by Miss S. F. 
Palmer, who said that as a committee no definite work had been done 
as recommended by the Society, but that the Board of Examiners of 
New York State had been called upon to outline a curriculum for the 
regents to recommend to the schools applying for registration under the 
New York statute. Miss Palmer spoke of the immense amount of labor 
involved, and to Miss Gilmour she gave especial credit for working 
out the great number of details as to hours, etc. This is the first 
attempt to put on paper a scheme of this kind covering the time from the 
day the pupil enters the school as a probationer until she graduates in 
three years. 

The Educational Department in New York is much interested in 
this curriculum, and it was gratifying to hear of the possibility that it 
might be interested to aid in establishing a central school for pupil nurses, 
a step long recognized by this Society as inevitable. Miss Palmer then 
presented a copy of the curriculum, which will be published in the annual 
report, that it may be in the hands of every member. 

There was no report from the Committee on Incorporation, but it 
was decided that the Society should become incorporated at once, and a 
committee was appointed for that purpose. 

A letter was read from Miss Dock expressing her regret at not being 
present, and the hope that a large delegation would go to Paris in June, 
1907, as international meetings were productive of great good. Miss 
Dock presented a share of American Journal of Nursing stock to the 
Society, in token of regard, and for the sake of old times, when she was 
its honored secretary. A vote of hearty thanks was sent to Miss Dock. 

The president announced a Red Cross meeting at the Waldorf 
Hotel to which the Society was invited, after which the meeting 
adjourned. 

The afternoon session opened with an address by Dr. John Brannan, 
president of the Board of Trustees of Bellevue and Allied Hospitals, 
on the subject of Hospital Economy, with especial reference to the ques¬ 
tion of surgical supplies. He gave a very interesting report of his 
efforts in the direction of economy, first, through the surgeons, and 
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secondly through the superintendents ol' the training-schools. Dr. Bran- 
nan presented a summary of recommendations for economy in the use 
of medical and surgical supplies as drawn up by his committee, also 
tables i'or estimates of supplies necessary for specilie operations. 

He reports gratifying results in those New York Hospitals in which 
these efforts toward economy have been made. 

in the absence of Miss \\ heeler, her paper on “ Furnishings and 
Equipment of Hospitals for Children ” was read by the secretary. 

This led to a lively discussion on the relative merits of brass and 
enamel beds, screens, pictures, toys, and kindergartens. 

Miss Flora Shaw s paper on “ Furnishings and Equipment of 
Nurses’ Homes ” brought out prolonged discussion, not only concerning 
the immediate subject, but the management of homes, the privileges 
of pupils as to the use of laundry, the care of sick nurses, night nurses’ 
suppers, napkins in the dining-room, etc. 

The president then mentioned that reports of the last annual con¬ 
vention which included the first annual report of the American Federa¬ 
tion of Nurses were to be had for fifty cents, paper copies, and seventy- 
five cents for those bound in cloth. The price of the Buffalo report is 
now fifty cents. 

The meeting on the second day opened with the election of 43 new 
members. A telegram from Miss Nutting sending her best wishes for 
the success of the meeting, and signing herself “ Sorrowful Secretary,” 
was read by the president. It was moved at once that a telegram of 
regret at her absence be sent to Miss Nutting from this Society. 

An invitation was received for the Society to meet next in Phila¬ 
delphia, which was accepted. It was then moved that the president 
appoint a committee to take some immediate action with regard to the 
sufferers at San Francisco. 

The amendments to the constitution and by-laws as presented at 
the meeting last year were next considered. The change of name led 
to such varied and spirited expressions of opinion that it was resolved 
to postpone decision until the following morning. 

Miss Davis then read a very strong plea for the Society’s support 
of the American Journal of Nursing, which cannot fail to have the 
desired effect upon many of our members. 

Mrs. Kinney, in accordance with a suggestion made at the last meet¬ 
ing, thought that it would be a very graceful act for this Society to 
offer itself in a body to the eligible volunteer list in the Surgeon Gen¬ 
eral’s office. At a later session, it was unanimously voted that this 
should be done. 
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The afternoon meeting opened with a paper by Miss Macdonald, 
and read by Miss Ross of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, on “ Economy 
in the Use of Surgical Supplies,” which included so many topics of com¬ 
mon interest that discussion might easily have consumed the entire 
afternoon. 

In the absence of Miss Anna Jamme, of St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Rochester, M innesota, her paper on “ Economy in Operating-Room 
Technique ” was read by the secretary. 

The amount of surgical supplies as found necessary in that hospital 
of world-wide reputation is unusually small. 

Miss Walker here suggested that her paper, being a tabulated report, 
be read in title. Miss Clara Noyes, superintendent of St. Luke’s Hos¬ 
pital, New Bedford, Mass., then gave the result of her experience in 
the “ Management of the Laundry in the Smaller Hospital.” Miss 
Noyes so clearly explained each step in her valuable paper that it should 
be found of the greatest use to any who already has charge of that 
department, or who contemplates assuming that responsibility. 

An invitation from Airs. Gretter to meet next year in Detroit was 
then read, but it had come too late for consideration, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

On Friday morning, on account of the number present, the Society 
met in a larger hall. Miss Goodrich, chairman of the Hospital Econo¬ 
mies Committee, reported a prosperous year in every respect, with a 
larger financial balance than ever before. She made the very interest¬ 
ing announcement that a new r chair to meet the needs of those who wish 
to prepare themselves for all forms of administrative work, is to be 
established at Teachers' College. In other words, its scope is to be much 
wider than that of the Hospital Economies course, and the professorship 
has been offered to and accepted by Miss Nutting. Miss Goodrich 
strongly urged that every effort be made to increase the endowment fund 
of the Hospital Economies Course. Miss Goodrich was reelected chair¬ 
man of the course by the council. 

This was followed by a resolution of sympathy to the members of 
the Society resident in San Francisco. It was then voted to send one 
hundred and fifty dollars, and a number of contributions from members 
was afterward received. 

Miss Mary S. Gilmour begged to place before the Society the name 
of Mrs. Cadwalader Jones for consideration as an honorary member. 

Mrs. Jones has long been identified with nursing matters, being a 
member of the first committee which met to talk over the possibility of 
introducing trained nursing into this country, and the Bellevue School 
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was the direct outgrowth of that meeting. In 1887, the nursing of the 
Blackwell’s Island School was placed in her hands for reorganization. 
Later, in connection with state registration, she was most helpful. Mrs. 
Jones was unanimously elected. 

Miss Mabel T. Boardman, now so closely identified with the reor¬ 
ganized Red Cross, was also elected an honorary member. 

Miss Lightbourne, trustee in charge. Hospital of the Hood Shep¬ 
herd, Syracuse, X. Y., read a paper on “ The Purchase and Use of 
Domestic Supplies." which will be found of much practical benefit to 
all who have to do with this important department of a hospital. 

Miss Boardman, of the Executive Committee of the Red Cross, was 
then introduced, and gave a most interesting and stirring address on the 
“ Red Cross Xurse," after which Colonel Sanger, of the Xew York State 
Branch, expressed a personal sense of obligation to the women of our 
profession, and said that he recognized how much the future of the Red 
Cross depends upon our cooperation, and that the committee would do 
evervthing in its power to see to it that the high standard with which 
we are so thoroughly in sympathy is maintained. 

After a brief recess. Miss M. Helen MacMillan, principal of the 
Training-School, Presbyterian Hospital. Chicago, read a Report on the 
Affiliation of Training-Schools, which shows the progress made in that 
direction within a few years. 

Interesting discussion, led by Miss Francis, of the Washington 
Asylum Hospital, followed this paper. 

The amendment of the first article of the constitution held over 
from the previous day was now considered. After a clear recapitulation 
of the arguments for and against changing the name of the Society by 
Miss McKechnie, chairman of the committee on revision, it was moved, 
seconded, and carried that the name of this organization shall remain 
unchanged. 

The president-elect, Miss Maud Banfield, of the Polyclinic Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Penna., was here introduced. She expressed her apprecia¬ 
tion of the honor, and extended cordial welcome to the Society in Phila¬ 
delphia next year. 

Hearty votes of thanks were then offered, and the meeting adjourned. 

The Demonstrations of Practical Methods of Xursing in the Simms 
Operating-Room of the Roosevelt Hospital, together with the Xursing 
exhibit, was a fitting close to the convention, and was thoroughly appre¬ 
ciated by all present. 

As has been said, no effort was spared to entertain the superin¬ 
tendents in a manner worthy of Xew York. The luncheon at the Man- 
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hat tan Hotel, by the Alumna? Associations of New York City, the Tea’ 
at the New York Hospital Nurses’ Club, the exhibit at Nurses’ Settle¬ 
ment, ending with the reception by the Alumnse Association of the 
Presbyterian School for Nurses, each gave opportunity for social inter¬ 
course under delightful conditions. 

The following officers of the Society are elected for the coming 
year: 

Pi ■esident, Miss Maud Banfield, Polyclinic Hospital, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Vice-President, Miss Annie W Goodrich, The New York Hospital, 
New York. 

Second Vice-President, Miss C. Q. Milne, Presbyterian Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Secretary, Miss Georgia M. Nkvins, Garfield Memorial Hospital, 
Washington, D. C. 

Treasurer, Miss Anna L. Alline, Teachers’ College, New York. 

Councillors: Miss Lena Ligiitbourne, Hospital of the Good Shep¬ 
herd, Syracuse, N. Y., Miss Eugenia Ayers, Worcester City Hospital, 
Worcester, Mass. 

Auditor, Miss Ada M. Carr, Orange Memorial Hospital, Orange, 
N. J. 


Georgia M. Nevins, 

Secretary. 



